
Title
Senior Planner

Firm
FBM Architecture Ltd.

Years of Experience
6

Academic Qualifications
Diploma of Urban Land Economics, University of British 
Columbia (ongoing)
Masters of Planning, Dalhousie University
B.Sc., Dalhousie University (Combined Hon’s)

Industry Volunteerism History

Board Member Licensed Professional Planners 
Association of Nova Scotia
LPPANS Conference Planning Committee
Truro Housing Symposium Advisory Committee

James Coons 
LPP, MCIP

James is a licensed planner and former development officer for Halifax Regional Municipality. He has intimate knowledge 
of planning and development approval processes, Land Use By-Laws, and master planning principles gained during his 
time working with the Municipality. His skills and experience as a planner are complemented by his analytical background, 
including such technical planning methods as population projections and demographic analysis, GIS, and pro forma analysis. 

James has a unique understanding of the various departments and agencies that review, request changes, and approve 
development applications. As such, he is well positioned to consider the priorities of review agencies alongside client goals 
and objectives, find solutions, and attain approvals faster, and with fewer design changes. 

CURRICULUM VITAE

Professional Experience
FBM, Senior Planner, March 2024 - present
HRM, Planner II, Dec 2022 to April 2024
HRM, Planner I, May 2021 to Dec 2022
David Harrison Planning & Development, Nov 2020 to Dec 2022
QUEST, Lead Policy & Communication, Sept 2018 to Jan 2020

Selected Project Experience 

Chester Growth Plan - 2024 - 2025
Conducted population projections, housing forecasts, municipal policy and plan review, and public engagement to develop a 
growth strategy for the Municipality of Chester. 

Kam Lake Industrial Market Study & Area Development Plan, NT - 2024 - 2025
Conducted demand forecasts for commercial and light industrial uses and developed development concept plan options for 
an expansion to the Kam Lake Business Park in Yellowknife. 

CBRM Housing Strategy - 2024 - current
Ongoing work to develop recommended policies and incentive programs that will increase housing development in strategic 
locations of the Cape Breton Regional Municipality (CBRM). 

Lantz Secondary Plan - 2024 - current
Ongoing work including land suitability analysis, infrastructure planning, and market outlook forceasts to develop a 
secondary planning strategy that will guide development in the Lantz Growth Reserve Area. 
 
Robie Street Transportation Corridor Massing Study 2024-2025
Modeled the impact of the Robie Street Transportation Corridor on the development potential of 7 sites to support HRM’s 
valuation of acquisition costs. 

Development Applications for Multi-Unit Residential Developments in the Regional Centre - 
current
Support multiple private sector clients in preparing development and building permit applications, acting as a subject matter 
expert in Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM) Land Use By-law requirements and permitting processes. 

Site Selection Due Diligence, Zoning & Massing Studies - current
Provide recuring services for government and private sector clients to assess the development potential of parcels across 
Nova Scotia through building code and zoning analysis, land use evaluation, and massing studies. 

Discretionary Planning Applications in the Regional Centre - current
Provide design support and author planning rationales to advance multiple development agreements and planning strategy 
amendments in HRM.


